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Amongst all the pandemic news this week, it has been interesting 

to see the events unfolding in America and to witness the 

inauguration of President Biden and Vice President Harris.  

In school, we hold our SJS values strong. We often speak of 

resilience, doing the right thing and being kind. Amanda Gorman, 

USA’s National Youth Poet Laureate, shared her own powerful 

words in her inaugural poem on Wednesday, “There is always 

light, if only we’re brave enough to see it. If only we’re brave 

enough to be it.”    

At the moment, we are asking our pupils to be incredibly brave. 

Whether they are learning at home, or at school, we are asking 

them to maintain our SJS values whilst learning in very different 

circumstances and, as usual, they are rising to the challenge. We are 

incredibly proud of their continued efforts, enthusiasm and 

determination, but please remember, if we can do anything to 

support you, or your child, please get in touch.  

 

 

SJS Stars Of The Week 

 Y3AH: Priya Marshall 

 Y3CP: Tommy Costello 

 Y3RD: James Reed 

 

 Y4KT: Griffin Williams 

 Y4RL: Frankie Brookes 

 Y5CS: Brooke Millington 

 Y5DW: Erin Fox 

 Y5HK: Mason Walker 

 Y6ER: Ryley Beresford 

 Y6MC: Mia Matthewman 

 Y6CH: Scarlett Morgan 

PE Stars: Lily-Rose Haigh and Archie Haigh 

 

Reading Around The World 

Y3 - London Y3 - Paris Y4 - Nairobi 
Joel Couldwell  

Nell Bowden-Lovell 

Devon Taylor 

Niamh Siddall 

Faith Skelland 

 

Word Millionaires 
 We are proud to announce that Violet Merrywest has become the first of our Year 4 pupils to reach word 

millionaire status and Ewa Sobczak has become a MULTI-millionaire.  Congratulations to both children for these 

phenomenal achievements! 

 

Staff Testing 

The Department for Education has recently announced that it will start a programme of asymptomatic COVID-19 

testing in primary schools, school-based nurseries and maintained nursery schools.  Along with the other protective 

measures and keeping the number of people in school to a minimum, testing will allow us to take further measures 

to ensure our school is as safe an environment as possible. Up to one in three people who have COVID-19 have 

the virus without symptoms so could be transmitting the virus unknowingly.  

As soon as we take delivery of our testing kits, our staff will begin taking routine tests twice a week, 3-4 days apart. 

In the event of a routine test identifying an asymptomatic case, we will immediately inform parents of any children 

who will need to isolate for the next ten days. 

 

 

http://www.stocksbridge-jun.sheffield.sch.uk/


Increased Request for On-Site Provision 
We are continuing to receive requests for children of critical workers to attend on-site provision, leading to 

increasing numbers of children in school.   

The guidance sets out that parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their children at home if they 

can.  We must, therefore, ask again that children of critical workers are ONLY booked into school on the 

days that the critical worker is out at work AND there is no other option for a child to stay at home.  

Even when a parent is working from home, the guidance sets out that they should keep their children at 

home with them.   

Limiting attendance at schools and colleges helps to support the reduction in the overall number of social contacts 

in our communities, which is a vital intervention in the context of current very high transmission rates. 

As a school, our first priority is to ensure vulnerable children attend school.  We may soon find ourselves in a 

position where we then have to prioritise children whose parents are both critical worker before then making any 

remaining places available to children of one critical worker parent.  We do not want to have to take this action, 

however, the increasing number of children requiring on-site provision may leave us no alternative. 

Please remember, do not send your child to school because you can; please only book their place in school for 

days when there is no alternative. 

 

A Letter from Sheffield City Council 

 



Pen Pal Project 
 

 

 

Earlier this year, many pupils in Y5HK decided to take part in a local Pen Pal 

project. The project's aim is to connect young people and adults 

through letter writing, some of whom are isolated in the community and 

others who would just enjoy being part of the project. 

This week, children in Y5HK were very excited to hear that the first letters 

from their new pen pals are on the way to them. It is great news that the 

current restrictions have not prevented this exciting project from going ahead. 

In December, our pupils wrote letters to a member of the local community, so 

it was fantastic to see so many replies to our pupils' letters this week. Miss 

Killen has posted the replies to the children who have taken part in the project 

and they should be on their way to them very soon! 

 

 

Class Zooming 

The feedback we are hearing from children, teaching staff and the many parents who have been in touch, is that 

the morning Zooms are turning out to be one of the highlights of their day!  Children are enjoying staying 

connected with their classmates and teachers, and it is so helpful in these times where we need to ‘stay at home’ to 

have a clear start to the daily routine.   

As we enter the fourth week of remote learning, we ask that parents remind their children of a few ‘Zoom 

etiquettes’.  These have all been discussed with children last term when we were preparing them for the potential 

of their bubble needing to learn remotely. 

 

 Pupil behaviour should be in line with our normal high expectations for behaviour in school  

 Pupils should be dressed and ready for learning by 9:30am 

 Pupil should have had their breakfast before the start of the class Zoom 

 Pupils should mute their microphone - teachers will ask children to unmute when necessary 

 Pupils should edit their display name to the name their teacher addresses them in class 

 Pupils are asked to leave any toys (or anything else which could be a distraction) out of reach for the 

duration of the Zoom 

 

Thank you for your support with this.  Video calls have very quickly become a well-established part of working-life 

for many people.  Just as we nurture children to develop many life skills including manners, organisational skills 

and timekeeping skills, for example, we hope that this unusual time in their education can be put to good use to 

develop skills such as independent learning, video conferencing skills and online safety too. 

 

Stocksbridge Library 
Stocksbridge Library is still open for an order and collect service.  Orders can be requested by telephone (0114 273 

4205) or by emailing: stocksbridge.library@sheffield.gov.uk. 

Opening Times: 

 Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10am until 4:30pm (Closed for lunch 12:30pm - 1:30pm)   

 Saturdays from 10:30am until 4pm (Closed for lunch 12:30pm - 1:30pm)  

 

Reading @ home 

We are so impressed with the number of children who are quizzing from home and adding to their class word 

counts, so we thought it would help to share a few options for children to access reading books: 

 

 Children should have their Myon login details in their diaries.  There is a quiz on Accelerated Reader for 

every book on Myon. 

 If children are reading their own books at home, they can check whether it is on Accelerated Reader as 

most popular/well-known books are.  Children can also visit arbookfind.co.uk to find the level of the book 

too.  

 Details of library opening times are listed above. 

 Oxford Owl also has a large library of ebooks although not all books are ‘quizable’.  Usernames and 

passwords are available from class teachers.  This website is particularly good for lower ability readers. 

mailto:stocksbridge.library@sheffield.gov.uk
http://arbookfind.co.uk/


Charity Appeal 
One of our Y6 pupils, Lexie Titman, is having her hair cut for charity. Once hairdressers are permitted to open, she 

will be donating 11 inches of her long hair to the Little Princess Trust, who raise money to provide children and 

young people who have cancer and other conditions with real hair wigs. 

If you are able to donate towards Lexie’s fundraising efforts, please visit her JustGiving page. Thank you to Lexie 

for such a wonderful act of kindness and also to those who are able to support her with a donation. 

 
SJS COVID-19 WEBPAGE 

Our webpage ensures parents can access to the latest COVID information from school and Sheffield news and 

resources.  Please visit https://www.stocksbridge-jun.sheffield.sch.uk/covid-19-parent-information/ 

 

 
  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/katy-barraclough1?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=katy-barraclough1&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=aff60cf699864ac5931c9f0f1d28ab2a
https://www.stocksbridge-jun.sheffield.sch.uk/covid-19-parent-information/


Online Safety 

 
 


