
 

 

  

 

Autumn Term - Year 5 

English 

Skellig by David Almond  and 

Varjak Paw by S.F Said 

Reading 

Mathematics 

Geography 

Science 

History 

 

In Science, we are studying Physics, 

where we will be investigating different 

forces and their impact on the world 

around us.  

We will then continue with our Physics 

learning with a blast off into Space, to 

study the Solar System. 

 

 

 

 

In English, we will be 

writing character 

descriptions that 

distinctly describes the 

character of Skellig, from 

David Almond’s prize-

winning novel. 

Through our writing, we 

will develop our use of 

similes, expanded noun 

phrases and ambitious 

descriptive vocabulary.  

Following on from this, 

we are going to be 

looking at diary extracts, 

exploring the use of a 1st 

person narrative and 

fronted adverbial phrases 

of time and possibility to 

recall events. 

 

 

  In Mathematics, we are learning to: 

•Read, write, order and compare numbers up to one million  
•Round numbers within one million to the nearest multiple of powers of ten  
•Read Roman numerals up to M  
•Illustrate and explain the written method of column addition and subtraction   
•Complete, read and interpret data presented in line graphs  
•Read and interpret timetables including calculating intervals  
•Identify multiples and factors and prime numbers  
•Multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1000 (integers)  
•Multiply and divide using derived facts  
•Use written methods to multiply and divide  
•Investigate area and perimeter of rectilinear shapes  
•Read, write, order and compare decimals  
•Round decimals to the nearest whole number  
•Represent, identify, name, write, order and compare fractions (including improper and mixed 
numbers)  
•Calculate fractions of amounts  
•Classify, compare and order angles  
•Measure a draw angles with a protractor  
•Understand and use angle facts to calculate missing angles  
•Add, subtract fractions with denominators that are multiples of the same number  
•Multiply fractions (and mixed numbers) by a whole number  
•Explore percentage, decimal, fractions equivalence 

 

In Reading, we will be focussing on 

extracts from short stories, interesting 

feature articles and the lives of 

significant people.  

We will then be exploring our first novel 

study of ‘Clockwork’ by Philip Pullman.  

Throughout these lessons, we will be 

developing our skills in fluency, activating 

background knowledge, vocabulary, 

visualising and comprehension.  

 

 

 

  

Through our Geography learning, we are learning to: 
To describe what a river is and the process of the 
water cycle.   
To describe how rivers are used around the world. 
To identify the stages and features of a river, and 
the way that land use changes from source to 
mouth. 
To recognise and explain how human activity 
affects rivers. 
To recognise and explain how flooding affects 
communities. 
To investigate the great Sheffield floods of 1864. 
To investigate why the Water Aid charity (Oxfam) 
exists. 

In History, we are completing our topic on 

the Romans; looking at key artefacts, 

significant individuals, invasions in Britain 

and ferocious battles!   

Here we will focus on our six ‘key 

concepts’ for example: chronology, 

sources and evidence, historical 

significance and the similarity and 

differences between England at the time 

of the Anglo-Saxons and England under 

Viking rule. 

 
 



To explore the purpose and effect of imagery. RSHE 

Religious Education 

Physical Education 

Design & Technology 

Art & Design 

Computing 

Music 

French 

Our RSHE units this term are: 

• Relationships. 

• Healthy Me 

We will learning: 

How to make friends and solve problems within 

friendships 

Recognise what makes a good relationship in person and 

online. 

Make healthy choices for our physical and mental health. 

Keep ourselves and others safe 

Know how to deal with difficult situations. 

 

 

In PE this term we are working on basketball for outdoors and gymnastics 

for our indoor lessons. In basketball, the learning is around dribbling, 

passing and shooting and how we apply these skills into a competitive 

game situation. During gymnastics, we develop our physical movement 

skills and identify how to perform them with quality. Children will 

develop competence and the confidence to perform and provide 

feedback on others work. We are also looking at mental development 

such as mindfulness and breathwork. Children are encouraged to use 

these strategies when they feel negative emotions to help children to self 

regulate.  

 

To enrich our curriculum, our Y5's are having special training with the 

Sheffield Hatters Basketball Club. We are only one for four schools to 

have been achieved this opportunity and we are looking forward to 

learning of the professionals. It will be for 3 weeks in addition to their PE 

lessons with additional focus on life skills and using sport as a key driver 

for this. Cross country continue on Saturdays and we have a Y5 basketball 

club and an upcoming gymnastics club. 

Our R.E. unit will be focusing on the religion of Islam. 

Our enquiry question for this unit is, “How special is Allah to 
Muslims?”  

We will be answering this enquiry question by considering how 
Muslims show their commitment to Allah. 

We will then be moving onto our next R.E unit of Christianity.  

Our enquiry question for this unit is, “Is the Christmas Story True?”  

We will be answering this enquiry question by identifying different 
sources of the Christmas Story and explain the meaning of Christmas 
to Christians (Incarnation).  

 

 

 

 

This term, Y5CH will develop their skills in playing the clarinet this term.  

We will play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts playing the 
clarinet with increasing accuracy, fluency and control.  

We will listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

We will develop our use of and understanding of musical notations. 
 

Y5GG and Y5SD on the other hand will be creating compositions related to Ancient 

Egypt and experiment with notating using hieroglyphs.  

In Computing, we are exploring networks and computer 

systems. We will be learning to: 

Explain what a search engine is, suggesting several 

search engines to use and explain how to use them to 

find websites and information. 

Suggest that things online aren’t always true and 

recognise what to check for. 

Recognise the terms ‘copyright’ and ‘fair use’ and 

combine text and images in a poster. 

Make parallels between book searching and internet 

searching, explaining the role of web crawlers and 

recognising that results are rated to decide rank. 

 

In DT, we will working on Construction of Bridges and then 

Electrical Systems. 

We will learn to:  

• Complete a bridge, with varying ranges of accuracy 

and finish, supported by the teacher. 

• Identify some areas for improvement, reinforcing 

their bridges as necessary. 

• Identify simple circuit components (battery, bulb and 
switch) with a basic explanation of their function. 

• Identify and list each of the required materials, tools 

and circuit components required to build a Doodler. 

• Develop design criteria with consideration for the 

target user, the purpose of their Doodler, a key 

function and the Doodler’s form and final 

appearance (e.g. fun, bright, soft). 

 

 

 

In Art, we will be learning to: 

I can draw a portrait using the continuous line method. 

I can explore the way a background can change the effect of a 

drawing. 

I can give a definition of mixed media. 

I can decide the best position for my line drawing when copying 

it onto the background. 

I can justify my opinion when discussing the message behind a 

portrait. 

 

 

In French, we will be learning how to talk about different pets. 

In this unit pupils will learn how to:  

• Repeat, recognise and attempt to spell the eight nouns (including the correct article for 

each) for pets in French.  

• Tell and ask somebody in French if they have or do not have a pet.  

 • Tell somebody in French the name of their pet.  

• Attempt to create a longer phrase using the conjunctions et (“and”) or mais (“but”). 

We will then be learning to describe times and dates.  

In this unit the children will learn how to:  

• Repeat and recognise the months of the year in French.  

• Ask when somebody has a birthday and say when they have their birthday.  

• Say the date in French.  

• Create a French calendar.  

• Recognise key dates in the French calendar. 

 


